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SUBJECT: GOM INAUGURATES NEW TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES 

REF: (A) VALLETTA 1339; (B) VALLETTA 1320; 

(C) VALLETTA A-36; (D) VALLETTA 0580 

1. ON NOVEMBER 19. MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT WISTIN ABF, I, A 
INAUGURATED AN AUTOMATIC INTERNATIONAL TELEX EXCHANGE AND 
A TELEPHONE MULTIPLEX FOR THE MALTA-POZZALLO (SICILY) 
SUBMARINE CABLE. THE TELEX EXCHANGE. WHICH HAS A 
CAPACITY OF 300 SUBSCRIBERS, IS THE FIRST AUTOMATIC 
EXCHANGE OF ITS KIND IN MALTA, ANDIT HAS LONG BEEN 
AWAITED BY THE MALTESE BUSINESS COMMUNITY. THE TOTAL 
COST OF THE EXCHANGE AND RELATED EQUIPMENT IS AROUND 
LM400.000. THE TELEPHONE MULTIPLEX, COSTING ABOUT 
KM25.000, WILL INCREASE THE AVAILABLE NUMBER OF 
CHANNELS FROM 36 TO 48 AND HELP RELIEVE THE PRESENT 
CONGESTION IN MALTA'S OVERSEAS TFT .F.COMMI TNICTTON 
FACILITIES. MINISTER ABELA ANNOUNCED THAT SOON 
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BETWEEN MALTA AND ITALY WOULD IMPROVE COMMUNICATION 
FACILITIES STILL FURTHER. 

2. THESE PROJECTS ARE PART OF THE GOM'S LONG STANDING 
PROGRAM TO IMPROVE BOTH MALTA'S DOMESTIC TELEPHONE 
SYSTEM AND ITS OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS. THE 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT IS COOPERATING WITH THE GOM IN 
THIS TASK, PROVIDING FUNDS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
UNDER A TELECOMMUNICATIONS AGREEMENT SIGNED IN MAY 1974, 
AND AUGMENTED IN DECEMBER 1974. THE TOTAL ITALIAN 
CONTRIBUTION IS OVER 895 MILLION ITALIAN LIRA (REF C). 

3. IN VIEW OF THE ITALIAN INVOLVEMENT, IT IS NOT 
SURPRISING THAT THE FIRST MESSAGE OVER THE NEW TELEX 
EXCHANGE WENT FROM MINISTER ABELA TO THE ITALIAN 
MINISTER OF POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATION, SENATOR 
GIULIO ORLANDO. IN THIS MESSAGE, MINISTER ABELA 
EXPRESSED THE GOM'S APPRECIATION FOR THE COOPERATION 
OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT IN IMPROVING COMMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. REPLYING, SENATOR GIULIO 
ALSO PRAISED THE IMPROVEMENT, ADDING THAT ITALY 
WOULD "FOLLOW WITH THE UTMOST INVOLVEMENT THE 
EXPANSION OF FACILITIES 

4. BEGIN LOU COMMENT: THE ITALIANS HAVE BEEN THE 
MOST ACTIVE OF MALTA'S MANY BENEFACTORS IN RECENT 
YEARS, AN INVOLVEMENT WHICH SEEMS DESTINED TO 
CONTINUE. EVEN THE HARD-TO-SATISFY MINTOFF MAY 
SOON PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGE SUCH ITALIAN ASSISTANCE. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT MINTOFF PLANS TO HONOR ITALIAN 
PRESIDENT LEONE DURING THE LATTER'S STATE VISIT TO 
MALTA IN EARLY DECEMBER (REF B) BY RECOMMENDING HIS 
APPOINTMENT AS THE FIRST MEMBER OF THE MALTESE SOCIETY 
OF HONOR, AN OFFICIAL SOCIETY NEWLY CREATE SINCE 
MALTA BECAME A REPUBLIC IN 1974 TO HONOR THOSE WHO 
HAVE RENDERED DISTINGUISHED SERVICES TO THE COUNTRY 
OR HAVE COMMITTED ACTS OF EXCEPTIONAL BRAVERY (REF D). 
WHEN ASKED WHY LEONE (AND NOT QADHAFI) IS TO BE 

THE FIRST FOREIGN LEADER TO BE SO HONORED, A GOM 
FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIAL PRIVATELY ACKNOWLEDGED TO 
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AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT ITALY'S ASSISTANCE TO MALTA 
HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLY MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN L IB YA'S. 

END LOU. SMITH 
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